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GOOD SPORTS, OR BAD?

A recent survey reveals that 42% of pupils a t
schools in England play no competitive sport
at all and that the fastest growing sports are

not team sports, but individual sports
including multi -skills sports, dance, golf and
swimming.

There has been a re volution in sport in recent years
and one that shows no sign of abating. It is to do,
above all, with money, silly amounts of money, and
an obsession with success above all else. It is not
good enough to play the beautiful game with style
and panache (as Arsenal supporters say they do) or
to engage in five day test matches with half -filled
grounds when what is wanted is money, action
(compacted into as little time as possible), and
results. Martin Johnson, new supremo for English
Rugby, has been offered a blank cheque to produce a
winning team; cricketers are earning their pensions
in a matter of weeks in India; footballers are earning
five times the average annual wage in one week; and,
most recently (and most upsetting) Daniel Carter has
been offered £7 50,000 to play for Toulouse in the
French championships for one year. Sport is
exported to those who can afford it, players and
coaches are bought and sold and we end up with a
homogenised product with little sense of belonging or
identity.

Perhaps it i s what we want or deserve  but, if so, we
need to know what we are losing. Sport used to be
partisan; it used to be about communities; it used to

have something to do with shared territory. |
remember watching my provincial rugby team in the

late seventie s, with their home -grown coach and
players. They were ours, they were from our towns
and schools , and the coach lived next door. Now, in
football, (and it is increasingly happening in the
Heineken Cup as well), we are left cheering teams of
players b(r)o ught together by a foreign magnate or
consortium; few if any grew up in the town or area
they represent or even the
speak the language of their supporters, but are
idolised nevertheless , just for playing under the
brand name. They are the mercenaries of the 21st
century, hawking their wares and talents and for the
money on offer, who can blame them? But it is sad
that what is distinctive and special is being lost. For
instance, six international rugby teams are currently
coached by New Zealanders, no doubt using the
same textbook, instilling their teams with the same
antipodean blueprint; talent, ideas, players, skills
have become commadities, to be bought and sold,
traded and shared.

What are the implications for our schools and our
children?  Our pupils, like generations before them,
may have the same array of sporting posters on their
walls, but nationally fewer children are actually
participating. Childrends
changed by the way sport is promoted, m arketed and
reviewed, whether through the merchandising of
various franchises, the excessive desire to win that
leads to drug -taking or the outlandish salaries or the
unacceptable behaviour of players and officials.

(Continued on page 5)
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COMMENT FROM THE VICARAGE

00l d Fat her Thames keeps
certainly does! Mike and | were treated to a lunch
cruise on the Thames re cently, which was great.
We glided past hundreds of years of history, all
symbolised in buildings along the river.
Parli ament , the Tower o f
Hind (replica!), HMS Belfast, historic bridges and
notorious pubs, even the London Eye. And in the
background, t he iconic d
cathedral.
Most of these | had seen many times before, but
never from t he river. It was remarkable how
different and fresh they looked, from a new angle.
Thatds a salutary thought
But most remarkable of all was the part of the
cruise which took us through Docklands. Huge
container ships put an end to commercial
shipping on the Thames some 40 years ago, and
the area declined rapidly. But now the massive
wharves live again, transformed into (no doubt
very expensive) riverside apartment blocks and
offices. Life in Docklands goes on, albeit in a
different direction
| found that so hopeful and inspiring. There really
does seem to be a Bias for Life which per  meates all
creation. On a personal level, people cope
amazingly with all kinds of disasters, and simply
carry on, adapting where necessary. On a global
level, our fragile planet goes on sustaining and
renewing life , despite our best efforts to get in the
way. (Although we have been warned !) And on a
local level, this Bias for Life (some might call it
God?) persistently evokes within  human
communities the desi re for regeneration and the
will to discover new directions.
Thank God for this innovative instinct which
enables human societies to flourish, survive, and
constantly renew themselves. And who knows? If
we learn to work fully with this Divine Bias for
Life, Old Father Thames might still be rolling down
to the sea for untold millennia to come!

Nelva Moss (680979)

Lon

o the Redislers

From our Registers in May

Baptism

Thomas Owen Mark Sandham 11t May

Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of
information printed in this paper, t he Editor and
Committee cannot accept responsibility for the contents of
advertisements or any errors that may occur. Opinions
expressed are those of the contributors and do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Editor or Committee.

SERVICES AT STLEONARDOG S I N J LU
roétd Juy 9 along. .. .0 It
8:00 a.m. Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Parish Communion
d o Tth JulyMorsdaye 6 s Gol den
3:45 p.m. Tots and Tinkers (End of Term)
0 M&h Julp f St Paul 6s
8:00 a.m. Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Ecumenical Service
i n20thduye | f !
8:00 a.m. Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Family Service
27th July
8:00 a.m. Holy Communion
9:45 a.m. Parish Communion
Sunday School
6th July 9:45 a.m. in Village Hall
20th July 9:45 a.m. in Church for Family
Service Contact: Sue Udell
(681618)
Home Communion may be arranged with the vicar
(680979).
LANGTREE 7-11 HOLIDAY CLUB
The theme for this yearos 2°¢
OFi shy Delightsoé. The chil ¢
Jonah and his adventures ins
al so heard abourhe néf,i scd tnah ifnc

species of fish and sharing five bread rolls and two
small fishes, amongst 5,000 people.

As part of the traditional
two fishing boats, a collage fish made from paper

cut-out s of t he chil drends h ¢
fingers!) and some stunning

0

During cooking, bread, decorated biscuits and
cheesy fish shapes were made.

As usual, the children enjoyed games, sports and
quizzes and took part in the traditional
presentation for their families on the Friday
afternoon.

Thank you to everyone who came along, those who
provided junk -modelling supplies and to all who
came to the presentation.

Janet Casson, Sue Udell and the Holiday Club
Team






