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Well, we all know we live in the best village in 
Oxfordshire; the problem was how to convince every one 
else that we do!  

The Calor Oxfordshire Villages of the Year Competition 
encompasses all aspects of village life and is organised 
by Oxfordshire Rural Co mmunity Council, who invited 
the Parish Council to enter.    

The competition entry form was split into 7 sections : 

Communication:  this is well covered in the Village with 
the Woodcote  Correspondent , our many web sites, notice 

boards and, of course, meeting  up at the Post Office!  

Caring Communities : again we are strong in this 
section with our wealth of clubs and support groups.  

Access to Services:  this covered transport schemes, 
such as our Volunteers , and access to facilities, 
including those provided by the Village Hall and 

Community Centre.  

Local Activities : we must have scored well, with our  
sports clubs, clubs, classes, groups, churches, Youth 
Club, pre -schools, schools, shops, pubs, restaurant, our 
super playground area and WADS.  Fund Raising by 
The Windmill Sales and the Woodcote Rally must be 
hard to beat anywhere , in what they give to our village.   

Business:  we boast two light industrial areas, the 
annual small Business Fair, and the support local 
businesses give to village groups.  

Environment:  we are lucky have our conservation 
group, our allotments and quarterly Swap Shops, that 
helps us to save the world.  

The Future of the Village : this was so well covered by 
the Parish Plan that I just listed what Jerry and his 
team had suggested!  

So that was the entry form done.   This got us through to 
the final at Yarnton on Saturday 5 th  July, where we up 
against 14 other finalists.  

ORCC suggested the team should consist of a Parish 
Councillor, a young person and a village association 
member.  Fiona Preston, James Preston and Barbara 
Penniall fitted the bill.  They gave an impressively  
professional presentation , that couldnõt have failed to 
impress the judges.  

On the decision day Radio Oxford first asked if we were 
available for a telephone interview and then changed 
that to, òCould we be down at the Red Lion at 2.15 
p.m.ó, which gave a clue as to how well we had done!  

Then the announcement we are officially  the Best 
Village in Oxfordshire came, over the air, at 2.25 p.m.  

Well done to everybody who helped, and especially to 
our gallant team of three.  

But most thanks go to everybody mentioned, or not 
mentioned above, who make Woodcote the Best Village 
in Oxfordshire or maybe...  even better: w e will  be 
nominated to go forward and represent the county in 
the Calor  Village of the Year for England competition 
2008/9.  This will also give our village the opportunity 
of gaining recognition at National level , as well as a 
share of a prize fund, totalling more than £40,000.  

Ken Ison  
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COMMENT FROM THE VICARAGE 

So itõs official!  Woodcote is the best village in 
Oxfordshire.  By the time you read this, it will 
be old news, but nevertheless many 
congratulations to all those who presented our 
case so effectively.  And well done to all of us!  
The award is, among other things, an explicit 
recognition of the many people who run the 
village affairs, clubs, activities and facilities, and 
those who support them, making this a vibrant 
and friendly place to live.  

Young people are, of course, very much part of 
our village, and after a recent visit to Langtree 
School Iõm not surprised that we rate so highly 
as a community.  Year 9 students, as part of 
their ôActive Citizenshipõ studies, had 
undertaken local research and action related to 
various issues such as litter, speeding and so 
on.   I was so impressed, not only with the 
standard of their presentations in school, but 
also with their engagement with the work, and 
their good manners and cooperation throughout 
the lengthy session.  We are so lucky with our 
local schools ð  for all ages ð and with the vast 
majority of our youngsters.  

So yes, Woodcote is a good place to be!  But letõs 
not become complacent.  One thing which 
always strikes me about the Gospel narratives 
is the readiness of Christ to notice the hidden or 
forgotten individual s; a weeping woman; a 
damaged, lonely man; a sick child; a despised 
foreigner.  They were often pushed aside or 
hidden by thronging crowds, but Christ noticed 
them.  A timely reminder that the real test of 
any society, or community, is how well it looks 
after the vulnerable: not just how it entertains 
and provides for the fit and strong.  

So it was sadly ironic that shortly after we won 
the ôBest Villageõ award, news broke of the 
intention to close Mowforth House.  Whatever 
the whys and wherefores of this de cision, I 
know that everyone involved agrees that an 
unwanted and unexpected move for elderly 
people is deeply painful.  Itõs to be hoped that 
the Best Village in Oxfordshire ð  and that 
means all of us ð will be as supportive, vigilant 
and prayerful as po ssible in the coming months.  

Nelva Moss (680979)  

 

 

SERVICES AT ST LEONARDôS IN 
AUGUST 

 

  3 rd  August  
  8:00 a.m.    Holy Communion  
  9:45 a.m.    Parish Communion  
 
10 th  August   
  8:00 a.m.    Holy Communion  
  9:45 a.m.    Ecumenical Service  
 
17 th  August  
  8:0 0 a.m.    Holy Communion  
  9:45 a.m.    Family Service  
 
24 th  August  
  8:00 a.m.    Holy Communion  
  9:45 a.m.    Parish Communion  
 
31 st  August  NB: No 8:00  a.m. Service 

today.  
10:30 a.m.  Team Service (celebration 

of music) at Checkendon , 
followed by picnic lunc h.  

 
Sunday School and Tots and Tinkers do not 
meet in August.  A big thank you to all the 
leaders and helpers , as they take a well 
deserved break!  
 
Home Communion or visits may be arranged 
with the vicar (680979).  
 

 
From our Registers in June  

 

Baptism  
Amelia Victoria Larden         1st  June  
 
Funeral  

Eileen Phyllis Thompson    75 years    6 th  June  

 

SPONSORED RIDE OR STRIDE 

The Oxfordshire Historic Churches 
Trust Sponsored Ride, or Stride, 
takes place on Saturday 13th 
September 2008.  If you are 
interested in raising money for 

OHCT and St Leonard's church, please 
contact Janet Casson (681483).  

 

Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of 
information printed in this paper, the Editor and 
Committee cannot accept responsibility for the con tents of 
advertisements or any errors that may occur. Opinions 
expressed are those of the contributors and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the Editor or Committee.  
 


